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Charge	to	Review	North	High’s	Mascot

● Initial charge given by Board President Logan on July 30, 2020 to assemble a 
group of stakeholders to review the mascot

● Charge given to create a committee that would develop a timeline, create 
potential questions for discussion and bring work of the committee back to 
the Board for consideration

● Superintendent Thompson agreed to proceed with this charge
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Process	and	Norms

Sept: Introductions, Norms and Decision Making Process
Oct: History of North High School
Nov: History of the “Redskin” Mascot
Dec: Why the name “Redskin” might be offensive
Jan: Positive Native American Representations in Mascots
Feb: Perception & Financial Costs of Changing or Rebranding
Feb: Debate/Discussion, Decision and Next Steps
Feb: Final Recommendation to Administration and the Board



Wichita 
North 
High 
School
 1437 N. Rochester

 Wichita, KS 67203

 Established 1929



 Location: 1437 N. Rochester, Wichita, KS 67203

 Current Enrollment: 2115

 School Colors: Red & White, Gray accent

 Alma Mater, by Charles Habernigg (1950)

 Nickname/Mascot: Redskins/Butch the Buffalo

 Fight Song: “War Cry”, by Duff Middleton (1929), NHS 
Instrumental Music teacher

 Logo: Shield, Drum, & Feather (2016)

 Athletic League: Greater Wichita Athletic League (GWAL)

 Classification: 6A

 Sports/Activities: Football, Basketball, Volleyball, Soccer, Track & 
Field, Cross Country, Baseball, Softball, Swim & Dive, Bowling, 
Wrestling, Tennis, Golf, Cheer and Dance, BioMed, AVID, JROTC, 
Fine Arts



Redskins….

 “It was chosen with pride because we were the only 

school which could carry the name, the emblem and 

symbol of the Native Americans. We admired the Indians 

and with pride could carry their banner of distinction.” 

 – Bernadine Drowotzky Jensen, Class of 1930



The Shield, 
Drum, and 
Feather 

 Implemented in 2016

 Incorporates architectural elements seen on the building

 North HS football established system of ‘earning’ the parts of the 
logo for their helmet.

 Shield – for 90% participation in summer weights/workouts

 Feather – received after nominated by a teammate for hard 
work ethic/athletic performance

 Shield – awarded for an act of selflessness; gallantry

2018:  Branding Guide established by current Athletic 
Director Tony Douglas, set the Shield, Drum, and Feather 
as the official logo of North High School.





“We Are Tradition!”



According to Smithsonian 
historian Ives Goddard, 
early historical records 
indicate that "Redskin" 
was used as a self‐
identifier by Native 
Americans to differentiate 
between the two races.
Goddard wrote in his 
paper titled “I am a Red‐
Skin”: The Adoption of a 
Native American 
Expression (1789‐1826)
Term “red man, red 
people, etc.” first 
reportedly came into use 
in the eighteenth century 
as a way to distinguish 
skin color, i.e. red man, 
white man, black man.



It would continue to be used as a means to distinguish difference 
in skin color.  Variations of skin color to distinguish the difference 
were used by both sides.  The first recorded use of the word 
“Redskin” in print was in 1815 by Meskwaki chief Black Thunder 
in an interpretation of what he said to Governor of the Missouri 
Territory William Clark as tensions began to rise due to US 
attempts to overtake Indian lands through the treaty of 1804, 
which Black Thunder, and other tribes the treaty affected, felt 
was based on fraud.  Especially since the Meskwaki and others 
remained on the American side against their war with Great 
Britain.  
Although it is believed that the term was used by both Indians 
and non‐natives, “the earliest known attestation of redskin (1769‐
1822) come from a very restricted context.  Almost all of them 
were in translations of speeches or brief utterances by Indians.  
The remainder were in speeches to Indians of this area.” 
(Goddard)



The phrase gained widespread usage among whites when 
James Cooper used it in his 1823 novel The Pioneers.
The Pioneers and other books by Cooper were largely seen 
as sympathetic toward Native Americans and their 
struggles in the 1800s. 
Decades later, the word "redskin" began to take on a 
negative and increasingly violent connotation. 

Author L. Frank Baum, best known for his classic The 
Wizard of Oz, celebrated the death of Sitting Bull and the 
massacre at Wounded Knee with a pair of editorials calling 
for the extermination of all remaining Native Americans. 
In one of the December 1890 pieces, Baum wrote, 

"With his fall the nobility of the Redskin is extinguished, and 
what few are left are a pack of whining curs who lick the 
hand that smites them.“

‐‐Lakshmi Gandhi, NPR Sept. 9,2013: “Are You Ready For Some Controversy?  The 
History of ‘Redskin’”



Emmons' book was characteristic of the usage of the word 
"redskins" in the late 1800s and early 1900s, as the word 
went from being an identifying term to a derogatory slur. By 
the 1910s, it was common for filmgoers to encounter it, 
with the word frequently popping up in the titles of 
American Westerns and even children’s cartoons.



Although the perception and/or 
the intent is to ‘honor’ native 
people it falls short.  
Much the same as if a school 
were to bring back some other 
‘mascots’ or nicknames from 
the past – since mascots and 
nicknames are meant to 
HONOR those peoples.

IF the goal is to HONOR native 
culture, let us take a look at the 
curriculum that is being taught 
to the students in order to 
EDUCATE future generations.

**Vis‐à‐vis last months 
discussion**



DEFINITIONS

 n. Offensive Slang.  Used as a disparaging term for a Native American.   - The 
American Heritage College Dictionary

 Offensive - used as an insulting and contemptuous term for an American 
Indian. – Merriam-Webster Dictionary



REDSKIN = SCALP

Yes, A 'Redskin' Does, In Fact, Mean the Scalped Head of a Native American, 
Sold, Like a Pelt, for Cash

An excerpt from The Daily Republican newspaper in Winona, Minnesota from 
Sept. 24, 1863. reads:
The State reward for dead Indians has been increased to $200 for every                
red-skin sent to Purgatory. This sum is more than the dead bodies of all the 
Indians east of the Red River are worth.



NOT A NEW THING

 The origin of the word “redskin” has long been disputed by linguists, 
American Indian activists who consider it a slur and those who insist that 
the name of Washington’s football team honors Indians rather than 
disparages them. 

 The word’s roots extend back to at least the mid-18th (1769) century, as 
colonists and Native Americans began clashing.



WE ARE NOT ALL ONE TRIBE

 Parts of American Indian History has been glorified whiles others have been 
ignored.  For instance, Plains Indian regalia, some battles, and leaders' 
names, have been popularized, memorialized, and romanticized in film, 
music, mascots, books, and elsewhere, to the point where these have been 
exploited as representation of ALL American Indians. 

 While that could, in some peculiar way, appear to be "honoring" Native 
people, it does not reflect true Plains Indian culture or cultural history, and 
certainly does not reflect either the culture or cultural history of any of the 
over 570 American Indian tribes, bands and nations in this country. 



GOOD INTENTIONS?

 “A word can be offensive simply because of its history,” Geoffrey 
Nunberg, a linguist at the University of California, Berkely.

 “You can’t pluck this term out of its history and say, ‘Because my 
intentions are honorable, it’s O.K.’” 



USD 259 MASCOTS

 Why does the Wichita Public Schools have mascots that are animals, occupations, or 
something else, but has one racial Mascot?
Animals Occupations Other Race/Culture

 Heights Falcons South Titans East Aces North Redskins
 Northwest Grizzles West Pioneers Northeast Griffins
 Southeast Buffalo G. Parks Trail Blazers Education Image Chargers
 Allison Eagles Hamilton Royals Hadley Blue Devils
 Brooks Panthers PV Blue Royals Marshall Thunderbirds
 C. Lewis Timberwolves Truesdell Trojans McAuliffe Comets
 Curtis Falcons Wilbur Wranglers Stucky Storm
 Coleman Cougars Horace Mann Hawks
 Jardine Jaguars
 Mayberry Panthers
 Mead Mustangs
 Robinson Rams



NCAA Native Nicknames
In 2005 the NCAA voted any school with a nickname or logo 
considered racially or ethnically "hostile" or "abusive" by the NCAA 
would be prohibited from using them in postseason events. 
Mascots will not be allowed to perform at tournament games, and 
band members and cheerleaders will also be barred from using 
American Indians on their uniforms beginning in 2008.

Major college football teams are not subject to the ban because 
there is no official NCAA tournament.

But not everyone complied.

Source: Washington Times - Aug 19, 2005 - NCAA’s Nickname 
Ban 



A few schools maintain Native American mascots at the behest of the tribes they're named 
after. Whether the "approval of the tribe" registers as a legitimate justification for the 
appropriation of Native American culture depends on who you ask; Dave Zirin says, “there 
may be financial motivations for the leaders of the tribe to sign such an 
agreement.”

Tribe Affiliated School Mascots

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe Ute Indian Tribe
University Of Utah Utes

Seminole Tribe of Florida

Catawba Indian Nation
Catawba College, Salisbury, NC

Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Mississippi Christian College



The Seminole Brand

Despite an ever-increasing era of political correctness, Florida State continues to embrace the 
Seminole Indian heritage of their state. Former FSU president, Dr. Dale Lick has publicly stated 
that the school attempts to reflect a positive light on the tribe’s “noble, brave and courageous people,” 
He has also expressed that the school has maintained a great relationship with the tribe by treating 
Seminole symbols With dignity and correctness

“Florida State University’s official use of the Seminole name is different from other names 
in that it does not perpetuate offensive racial stereotypes nor is it meant to diminish or 
trivialize any Native American or indigenous peoples.” Instead, it is used with explicit tribal 
permission and involvement to honor and promote the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s unconquered 
history and spirit that persists to this day.”

The question is, is there anything wrong with this?  According to most experts, polls and Native 
American tribes and organizations, the answer is unequivocally YES.  Most of the time the defense 
behind the Seminole mascot is the same.  FSU is honoring the tribe, we are venerating their 
culture and guess what?  If you haven’t heard (and you probably have), the Seminole tribe 
has given us permission to us their culture for our brand!

But have they??



The Florida Seminole Tribe
• The Florida Seminole Tribe is the owner of a series of luxury 

casino hotels throughout the state where the Seminole “brand” 
is prominently on display.

• The tribe bought the Hard Rock Cafe for $965 million in cash in 
2006.  The Florida tribe nets around 2.5 billion from its 7 
casinos and over 100 Hard Rock Cafe’s.  They also 
received 80 million in govt aid during that time.

• Each of the approx. 2000 tribal members receives a 
monthly benefit from the casino’s earnings.  Those 
benefits equal $128,000 per year for each man, woman and 
child.  Every Florida Seminole child is a multimillionaire by 
the time the reach 18 yrs old. • For the wealthy and powerful Florida Seminole tribal leaders, 

the cultural elevation of the football program is a part of their 
extremely lucrative gaming operation. Defending the school’s 
use of the name is about defending its brand.

• Some might say that this is fine with them. After all the 
incalculable wealth stolen from Native American tribes over 
the centuries, what is wrong with them getting some of it 
back? That would be fine, except for the stubborn fact that  
the Seminole gambling wealth flows into very few hands.



The majority of Seminoles 
(about 17,000) don’t even live 
in Florida. They live in 
Oklahoma, the result of the 
Indian Removal Act and The 
Trail of Tears. These 
Oklahoma Seminoles—who, 
remember, are the majority—
oppose the name. “The 
Seminole Nation condemns the 
use of all American Indian 
sports team mascots in the 
public school system, by 
college and university level and 
by professional teams.”

The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
operates three gaming casinos, 
three tribal smoke shops, three 
gasoline stations, and a truck 
stop,[1] which generate revenues for 
welfare, education, housing and 
economic development.   The 
average family income is $25,000 
per year.

The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma



Is there a Native American name that would not be considered offensive?

However, because of the fertile land in Kansas and Nebraska, both states were re-designated as 
territories in 1854 and the region opened to white settlement. At that point, the vast majority of Kansas 
Indians, including many of the tribes originally native to the area, were forced to go through a second 
removal to Oklahoma in the late 19th century, where many still live. 

Four tribes are left in Kansas which have reservations that are federally recognized.  These include

The Kickapoo Tribe of Kansas in Horton, Kansas
Ioway Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska in White Cloud, Kansas
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation in Mayetta, Kansas
Sac and Fox Nation in Brown County, Kansas.

One common thread to successful native nicknames or mascots is an affiliation with a local 
tribe.
Long before Kansas ever became a state, there were a number of tribes that called the region home.
This included Arapaho, Comanche, Kanza, Kiowa, Osage, Pawnee and Wichita.
In the 1820s, the area that would become Kansas was permanently set aside as Indian Territory 
by the U.S. government and was closed to settlement by whites.



Athletic Facilities
Pool Area

Pool Flags (required 
for competition)
Pool Scoreboard
Pool Banners



Athletic Facilities
New Gym 

Lobby Entrance
Athletic Chairs
Scoreboard Panels
*Gym Floor
GWAL Banner



Athletic 
Uniforms

19 Different sports 

Boys  / Girls

Home and Away

Practice Gear

Team Bags

Dance and Cheer

Band Uniforms



Athletic 
Equipment

Wrestling Mats
Volleyball Pads
Chairs
Floor Mats
Signage at North 
and in GWAL Gyms
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North	High	Mascot	Committee

Recommendation #1: Discontinue the use of the Redskin mascot/nickname

Rationale: 

The term is offensive to Native Americans and the Native American 
Culture   

The term is racially and culturally insensitive 
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North	High	Mascot	Committee

Recommendation #2: Adhere to BOE Policy 1216 School Themes

The building principal is responsible for the development of school 
themes, songs, flags, mascots, and so forth. The principal is 
particularly responsible for determining that these themes are not 
offensive to minority ethnic groups within the school.
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North	High	Mascot	Committee

Recommendation #3: 2 year phase in plan starting 2021-2022 school year 
and commencing 2022-2023 school year to remove Redskin from Athletic 
and Fine Arts uniforms/jerseys/facilities, School related activities and school 
Apparel.

Exceptions: All Trophy Cases and Statues will remain as they are 
currently.

This is not about rewriting history, or erasing the great pride and 
accomplishments of the Wichita North High Community and Alumni.  



Every Student Future ReadyEvery Student Future Ready

North	High	Mascot	Committee

Recommendation #4: The development of a 9th grade curriculum to be 
implemented in Advocacy class that highlights the great history of North High 
School and its Native American influence.

The curriculum would be developed in conjunction with the Native 
American Program and include hands-on experience with Native 
American artifacts.

Highlights would include: History of the location of the school, why the 
location was selected, history of the building, its construction and unique 
historical architecture.   
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The Shield, 
Drum, and 

Feather 

 Implemented in 2016
 Incorporates architectural elements seen on the building
 North HS football established system of ‘earning’ the 

parts of the logo for their helmet.
 Shield – for 90% participation in summer 

weights/workouts
 Feather – received after nominated by a teammate 

for hard work ethic/athletic performance
 Shield – awarded for an act of selflessness; gallantry

2018:  Branding Guide established by current 
Athletic Director Tony Douglas, set the Shield, 
Drum, and Feather as the official logo of North 
High School.


